A clear cell variant of follicular carcinoma presenting as an autonomously functioning thyroid nodule.
We report a case of an autonomously functioning thyroid nodule (AFTN) that proved to be almost exclusively a clear cell variant of follicular carcinoma. AFTNs are generally felt to be benign lesions with exceptions forming the basis of case reports. Likewise, clear cell tumors of the thyroid are rare. To our knowledge, this combination of two unusual thyroid conditions has not been previously reported. The initial scans of this patient were so characteristic for a degenerating AFTN that attention was first directed toward a very large contralateral lobe. While it is debatable whether all AFTNs should be biopsied, on the basis of this and other cases, it is recommended that AFTNs that contain a central photopenic area on scan be biopsied to be sure that cystic degeneration, a commonly seen phenomenon in larger AFTNs, is indeed present rather than a malignancy.